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Dear Friends,

'This weekend we are kicking off our year-round celebration of
our diocese! We are fifty years young and are still grow-
ing! God is good! When we take a look at our diocese, we go
as far south as Fremont, as far north as Crockett, as far west as
Alameda, and as far east as Byron. We have two coun-
ties: Alameda and Contra Costa, made up of five regions and
twenty-three deaneries, 1,467 square miles and over 700,000
Catholics, ministering to almost three million souls in the East
Bay....And yet we are not tired or worn out. We're just getting
started!

Think of the many fine bishops, priests, deacons, religious and
lay ministers you've known these past fifty years and who have
served us well...and offer a prayer of thanks for their minis-
try. We'll be hearing more about our year-long celebration as
time goes on - and how we can participate in these celebratory
events. Stay tuned!

And now, back to the desk.....
In God's love and mine,

Fr. Vince

Mission Statement

8t. Agnes is a welcoming community committed to the true
vision of Vatican Council II and the rich diversity of our
Catholic heritage and tradition. United by God's love, we
gather for worship and the celebration of the sacraments,
perpetual adoration, faith formation and education. We
serve the needs of others through stewardship and tithing,
our outreach and concerns for social justice and evangeliza-
tion, and our spirit of hospitality.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays - 3:30 PM

Sacramental Celebrations
Baptisms, Weddings, Communion to the Sick
and Homebound:
please contact the Parish Office

Catechumenate:
Adults who wish to join the Catholic Church and adult Catholics
who want to complete their sacramental
initiation should contact the parish office.



http://youthgroup.stagnesparish.net

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

Middle School Youth Group will resume meeting this
Sunday night, January 8th, in the Youth Room, from
6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m. All youth in the 6th - 8th grades
are welcome. For a calendar or more information,
please call Linda at 689-0838 or email her at Lin-
da@stagnesparish.net.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

We will resume meeting this Tuesday, January 10th, in
the Youth Room, from 7:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. All teens
in the 9th - 12th grades are welcome. Why not make a
New Years Resolution to grow in your faith and
strengthen your friendships at Youth Group.

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING
Are you interested in becoming a Eucharistic Minis-
ter? Are you a current Minister of the Eucharist but are
a little rusty and would like to review procedures? If
yes, please join us on Monday, January 23, at 7:00p.m.
in the church for a review and training. For any ques-

tions, please contact Linda in the Ministry Center at
689-0838.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Before long, people will be throwing Mardi Gras beads
in the streets of New Orleans—purple, gold, and green.
A few will be in on the secret: the colors of the beads
are derived from the gifts of the magi. Gold for wealth,
purple for power, green for good health. The gifts are
also a key to the identity of the Christ Child: the in-
cense for God; the gold for a king; the myrrh, fragrant
burial ointment for one who comes to die.

Centuries ago, today’s feast bore the heavy burden of
celebrating all the manifestations of Christ’s identity:
the birth of Jesus, the coming of the magi, the baptism
of the Lord, the wedding feast at Cana. It was too
much for one day. Fortunately the one day has blos-
somed into a whole season of grateful celebration,
stretching behind us into Advent, and ahead of us into
the Baptism of the Lord and to Christ’s coming again
in glory. Tonight, be sure to light the Christmas lights,
and gather at the créche for a favorite carol and a pray-
er.

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

CONFIRMATION :

First Year Candidates:

Our next session will meet Sunday, Jan-
uary 8th, 2012, at 3pm followed by the
5pm Mass. Any questions call Lila or
Diane at 689-0838 ext 210 or 211.

Second Year Candidates:

© 1.8, Pauch Co,, Inc.

Our next session will be Sunday, January

22nd, 2012, at 3pm followed by the 5pm Mass. If you are
planning to be Confirmed on June 10th, 2012, any missing
forms need to be turned in ASAP.

PARENTS: Mandatory meeting in the church January
22, 3:10-3:50pm

Any questions call Lila or Diane at 689-0838 ext 210 or
211.

CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION

Classes for Children’s Faith Formation grades 1-8 will re-
sume at the regular scheduled times this Monday, January
9, 2012.  Any questions, call Lila or Diane at 689-0838
ext 210 or 211.

Jeanne Woodford, former director of California’s Depart-
ment of Corrections and rehabilitation and current leader

of Death Penalty Focus will be speaking at,

St. Mary’s College Campus, Moraga
Soda Center
Tuesday, January 10th at 7PM.

Reared in a Roman Catholic family, she grew up believing
that only God had the right to take a life. But four times in
her 30-year career in California corrections, the soft spoken
mother of five carried out executions of notorious killers,
remorseful and unrepentant alike.

Free and open to the public - parking on campus is availa-
ble, but come early - give yourself some time as space is
limited.

EASTERN STAR

Fair eastern star, that art ordain’d to run
Before the sages, to the rising Sun,
Here cease thy course, and wonder that the cloud

Of this poor stable can thy Maker shroud.

—Sir John Beaumont



CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY - January 8th
After 9& 10:45Am Masses, Pancake Breakfast
3:00PM - Confirmation Classes First Year - C.H. & 8th

Grade Classroom

6:00PM - Fil-Am Meeting - A.R.

6:00PM - Youth Group - Youth Room Mass ]nJr“enjl’i Ohs
MONDAY - January 9th SATURDAY - January 7th

8:00AM - Mass - Chapel 8:00AM - Piet Bishop - Repose

5:00PM - Faith Formation - 1st - 5th - Classrooms 5:00PM - Lorenza Amoncio - Repose

7:00PM - Faith Formation - 1st - 8th - Classrooms & C.H.

7:00PM - Christian Service Meeting - G.P. SUNDAY - January 8th

TUESDAY - January 10th 7:00AM - Rev. James E. Driscoll - Repose

8:00AM - Mass - Chapel 9:00AM - For the People of St. Agnes Living and Deceased
6:30PM - PACE Meeting - A.R. 10:45AM - Manuel Gavino - Repose

7:00PM - High School Youth Group - Youth Room 5:00PM - Diane Ababan - Repose

7:00PM - RCIA (Group 2) - EX.

7:30PM - RCIA ( Groupl) - G.P. MONDAY - Januarv 9th

8:00AM - Holy Souls in Purgat
WEDNESDAY - January 11th oy soulsin Futgatory

8:00AM — Mass - Chapel
6:30PM - School Development Meeting - 8th Grade Class-

TUESDAY - January 10th
8:00AM - Ignacia Santiago - Repose

room

7:00PM - Spanish Prayer Group - Cry/Youth Room

7:30PM - Jim Gill Music Practice - Church WEDNESDAY -January 11th

7:30PM - Mexico Meeting - C.H. 8:00AM - Yvette Farrington - Special Intention
THURSDAY - January 12th THURSDAY - Januarv 12th

8:00AM- Mass - Chapel 8:00AM - Baby Harper - Special Intention

9:00AM - Scrip Sales
9:30AM - Scripture Share - A.R.

6:00PM - Children's Choir Practice - Music Room F-RIKII\\/IY_ anuary 13th

7:30PM - Adult Choir Practice - Church 8:00 - Dee Baltazor - Repose

FRIDAY -January 13th SATURDAY - January 14th

8:00AM - Mass - Chapel 8:00AM - Reginald St. Laurent - Special Intention
9:00AM - Scrip sales - G.P. 5:00PM - Deceased Members of the Frisbie Family
SATURDAY - January 14th SUNDAY - Ianu 15th

8:00AM - Mass - Chapel

Afrer 5PM Mass, Mexico Group Selling Tickets 7:00AM - For the People of St. Agnes, Living & Deceased

9:00AM - Yvette Farrington - Special Intention
10:45AM - Amalia Hembrador - Repose
5:00PM - Maureen Coll - Repose

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING

Fely Crusit ~ Yvette Farrington
Candace Hammer ~Mary Alipranti

for the Helen Regan ~Ken Null
ICK Marge Grennan ~Leslie Rushing 2 0 1 2 C a

S
ﬂm Chris Colao ~Catherine Narberes
T Hope Mazza ~Lucy Keegan
" Renato Mendoza ~Ed Monfils
David Torrisi ~Kathleen York

/(,'), i
Krista Elliot ~John Conlow
Frank Yoda ~Joe Cereghino

David Van Dyke ~Mercedes Carlos The 2012 calendars are in the vestibules.

~Steven Ouimet

lendars!
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WEEKLY PRAYER

Loving God, help us follow the example of the

Blessed Virgin Mary in willingly giving our-
selves in service to your church. Stir up the grace of priestly and
religious vocations in the hearts of many within our community
and send your Spirit to guide and strengthen them in answer-
ing your call. Amen.

STARS

The next luncheon meeting of the St. Agnes Active Retired
Seniors (STARS) will be on Tuesday, February 7th, in the
hall. It will be a catered luncheon. Gathering time is 11:00am
and the luncheon will start at 11:30am. Please make your paid
reservation NO LATER THAN January 17th.

Our caterer will be Parma Delicatessen, who will provide
baked chicken, pasta, green salad, roll, and dessert. The cost
per person is $12.50. Send your check to Bob Rigor at 1737
Gumwood Drive, Concord, CA 94519. Please contact Bob or
Sandi Rigor for more information at 682-0387.

For those of you who would like to bring items to the meeting
for the homeless shelter in Martinez, their primary needs are
cleaning supplies, paper products, and, of course diapers, size 4

and 5.

PROMISE FULFILLED
Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land shall be re-
stored to their possession, they shall rejoice to see their people
return from the bondage of exile, and they shall be a light to
the nations. In other words, through the people of Israel, the
Savior shall come to all people who seek God with a sincere
heart. This brings joy and the radiance of God’s glory to all the
world and to all people everywhere. Through the fidelity of the
people of God, and through God’s fidelity to them, all people
shall become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment of

God’s promise to Israel.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

'The Epiphany of the Lord
January 8, 2012
All kings shall pay him homage,
all nations shall serve him.

TODAY'S READINGS

First Reading — You shall be radiant at what you see, your
heart shall throb and overflow (Isaiah 60:1-6).

Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm
72).

Second Reading — The Gentiles are copartners in the prom-
ise in Christ Jesus through the gospel

(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).

Gospel — The magi were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on
entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother
(Matthew 2:1-12).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commis-
sion on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

FAIRTRADE COFFEE, TEA &

CHOCOLATE SALES
&2

Once again, Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and

Chocolates, will be on sale. CRS Fair Trade relationships
and your purchases improve the lives of five million people
in poor, rural areas of Africa, Asia and Latin Ameri-
ca. Our next sale is on January 21-22. Hope to see you
there.

Sace the Date!

St. Agnes Mexico Youth Workcamp's annual Mexican
Dinner, to be held Sat., January 28, at 6 pm. We will
be serving delicious Mexican Food and will be enter-
tained by Mariachi Ortega. Please know that your
support helps our youth build homes for poor families
in Tijuana during Easter week. Tickets will be sold
after all Masses on Jan. 14-15 and Jan.

21-22, and will be available at the Ministry Center
after January 1.

They cost $12.50 per person and $45 per family.

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.

-Einstein

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Acts 10:34-38
or 1]Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1 Sm 1:9-20;Mk
1:21-28 or Mk 1:14-20 and Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 6:13¢-15a, 17-20;
Jn 1:35-42

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: 'The Epiphany of the Lord;

National Migration Week
Monday: The Baptism of the Lord;

National Vocation Awareness Week
Tuesday: First Week in Ordinary Time begins
Friday:  St. Hilary
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary




Uniling children W ith their mo

thers and fath

St. Agnes Catholic church
3966 Chestnut Ave
Concord, CA 94519

Dear St. Agnes Catholic Church,

your generous gift of $472.00, that united children

celebration of Mothers and Fathers Day-

The best way to express the good that your gift hel

I got to see my mom and I haven't seen her

10 year old GOTB participant

partnering with us in this important ministry of hop!

Gratefully,

Ka Culpe
Executive Director

As a not-for=profit organization (Tax ID# |

goods oF services were re

% . for.tax purposess. .-

On behalf of the children served by Get on The Bus (GOTB), thank you for

We are deeply grateful for your support of this special work.
GOTB program brought over 1350 children to visit their parents in prison in

through the voice of children who benefited from your generosity. These lines
are taken from 2 letter sent to us the day after a trip:

miss her and I Jove her and I'm glad that the bus brought me to
see her and I hope I can se€ her again.~I love my mom.

Thank you for your compassionate response, for your generous giving and for

); __thelaw requires
ceived-in return for your donation. This fetter

December 19, 2011

with their parent irt prison:
This year our

ped to bring about is

in three years and I

e and healing for children.

us to state tha)
rves as your rg

www.getonthebus.us

Decewper 12, 2011
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Dear Father Vince Cotter,
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Reminders:

SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNTIES
FOR PRAYER

DAILY MASS IN THE CHAPEL
-at 8:00 AM.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION - Chapel

FOR ADULT LEARNING

SCRIPTURE SHARING - Thursday mormings
at 9:30 in the ministry center.

CONTINUING ADULT EDUCATION

e  Wednesday evenings.
e 7:00 p.m. - Gathering Place

FOR MINISTRY
PRAYER TREE - a ministry of people who
pray specifically for those who are ill. Please
notify the parish office if you or a member of
your family are in, or going into, the hospital.
HELPING HANDS - to help with meals in
time of need. Please call
Joanne Doorack (925) 798-1735

That the dedication of Christians to

- Don’t forget to sign the adoration sign-in book.

Call your hour coordinator if you have to miss your hour.

- To sign up for any hour, please call (925) 676-8248, or complete the forms located
~ in the old book rack slots in the vestibules and mail it or drop it off at the Ministry

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Mission:

Prayer Intentions for
January, 2012

Coverage needed:

Sun: 12am - lam

peace may bear witness to the name That the victims of natural disas- 2 am— 3am
of Christ before all men and women  ters may receive the spiritual and Mon: 11pm-10888
of good will. material comfort they need to re-
. .1 Tue: 3am-4am &
build their lives. 1
pm - 2pm

Wed: 11pm - midnight

Fri: 12am - lam
lam - 2am, 2am - 3am
& 10pm - 11pm

Sat: 12pm - 1pm,
1pm - 2pm, 2pm - 3pm
& 11pm - midnight

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

World Weary? Need a refuge from the chaos of the world? Find peace, tranquility
and a special calm that can only come from God. Spend a quiet hour with Jesus,
truly present, in our adoration chapel. He awaits you, 24/7. Our parish is specially
blessed to have Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. To schedule your weekly hour,
please call Dick or Kaaren at 676-8248. Drop-ins are always welcome.

The star stopped over the place
where the child was

St Agres Mandi Gras

Dinner and Dance

Coordinated by
The St. Agnes Fil-Em Community

Saturday - February 4, 2012
6:30-11:30 PM
(Dinner: 7:00 - 9:00 PM)
Concord Senior Center

2727 Parkside Circle
Concord, CA 94519

4

Admission: $30.00
(/-[_11 proceeds benefit St. Agnes Church General Fund)
s Attire: Semi-Formal or Masquerade Costume
(Optional)
Menu:
Please make checks payable to: St. Agnes Church
Roast l?eef For more information call Rose C. Encarnacion, (925) 687-8095
Baked Chicken Live Band Music by: “the Business”

Rice

Green Salad
Dinner Rolls
Dessert 0 L
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